
7th Grade Summer Reading Assignment 
Hello 7th graders, 
Welcome to 7th grade ELA!  To keep your reading and writing skills sharp over the summer, you are required 
to complete this summer reading assignment.  

1. Choose two books to read this summer.  I have included a list of suggestions.  Make sure you choose 
books you have not read.  If you are interested in reading a book that I have not listed, please send me 
an email with the book’s title and author’s name. 

2. For your first book choice, you will complete a One Pager, similar to the one you did for Mrs. Shields. 
See the guidelines below. 

3. For your second book, you will write a Book Review.  The requirements for the book review are listed 
below.  

4. The assignments are due on the first day of school (September 4).  You may email the assignments to 
me or share them with me at maylward@carondelet-mpls.org. 

 
 
One Pager Guidelines 

1. All work must be only on one side of the paper. 
2. Text is the focal point of the One Pager even though there will be opportunities for drawing. Use 

complete sentences and correct spelling. This just means do your best in the writing pieces! 
3. The title and author of the book should be clearly displayed. 
4. Start with a border that reflects a theme of the book (this can include words, pictures, or symbols) 
5. Include your analysis of AT LEAST TWO quotes from the text. Remember, you must cite your quote 

with the page number and explain its relevance. 
6. Draw a visual image. This could be a character or a moment from a scene. You may also choose to draw 

a symbol that conveys an idea about the book. 
7. Draw a word cluster around your image. With these words, you highlight the importance of your chosen 

image. The word cluster may also artistically symbolize the subject matter. 
8. Write a poem about the story, a character, or the theme. If this is particularly challenging, you may 

choose to compose an acrostic poem or a haiku. 
9. Be colorful and neat. Your entire page should be filled with these elements. If you have more room, you 

may choose to repeat any of the previous elements. No space should be left blank and nothing should be 
left in pencil.  Your first and last name must be clearly written on the back. 

 
 
Book Review Guidelines 
The following are requirements for your book review: 
* Title of book, in italics or underlined 
* Author of book 
* Written in Times New Roman, size 12, double-spaced 
* Use a 5 paragraph essay format 

Paragraph 1:  Catchy opening sentence, or attention getting device 
Brief summary of book (do not give away the ending or include any spoilers) 

Paragraph 2:  One thing you liked about the book (writing style, story pace, characters, etc.) 
Paragraph 3:  One thing you disliked and why (writing style, story pace, characters, etc.) 
Paragraph 4:  Your favorite part of the book and why 
Paragraph 5:  Audience (to whom would you recommend this book?).  Think about who would want to 
read it:  girls, boys, certain age groups, avid readers, reluctant readers, athletes, sports lovers, adventure 
seekers, etc. 

* Reviews should be about a page in length 
 



 
Summer Book List 

This is a list of suggestions.  Next to the book titles, I have included the Lexile level of the book.  Feel free to 
use your Lexile score from the NWEA MAP test to determine which book is a best fit for you.  Not all Lexile 
levels are represented on this list; at certain levels, the content requires close classroom reading.  If you are 
interested in reading a book that I did not included on this list, please send me an email with the book’s title and 
author.  
All summaries provided by Goodreads.com. 
 
The Bodyguard: Recruit 830L 
By: Chris Bradford 
A new action-packed spy and adventure series for young fans of Alex Rider and Jason Bourne--with the first 
four books publishing simultaneously. Binge read for summer!  
As the son of a bodyguard who sacrificed his life in the line of duty, teenage kickboxing champion Connor 
Reeves is determined to do his father proud and follow in his footsteps. Recruited into the ranks of a top-secret 
young bodyguard squad, Connor embarks on a rigorous training course, taking lessons in surveillance, 
anti-ambush exercises, hostage survival and unarmed combat. Whatever it takes to prepare him for the 
dangerous missions ahead.  
Connor's training is put to the test when the U.S. President summons Connor for a crucial assignment: 
protecting the First Daughter. As Connor quickly discovers, the President's daughter, Alicia, doesn't want to be 
guarded; it is impossible to have fun while being watched all the time. So with no clue that Connor is her 
bodyguard, Alicia tries to elude her Secret Service agents and lead Connor astray. But unknown to her, a 
terrorist sleeper cell has been activated. Its mission: to take the president's daughter hostage.  
Combining pulse-pounding action, diabolical enemies, and an insider's knowledge of the tricks of the trade, the 
BODYGUARD series is the perfect target for fans of Alex Rider, James Bond, 24, and Jason Bourne." 
 
Chomp  800L 
By:  Carl Hiaasen 
Wahoo Cray lives in a zoo. His father is an animal wrangler, so he's grown up with all manner of gators, snakes, 
parrots, rats, monkeys, snappers, and more in his backyard. The critters he can handle.  His father is the 
unpredictable one. 
When his dad takes a job with a reality TV show called "Expedition Survival!", Wahoo figures he'll have to do 
a bit of wrangling himself—to keep his dad from killing Derek Badger, the show's boneheaded star, before the 
shoot is over. But the job keeps getting more complicated. Derek Badger seems to actually believe his PR and 
insists on using wild animals for his stunts. And Wahoo's acquired a shadow named Tuna—a girl who's sporting 
a shiner courtesy of her old man and needs a place to hide out. 
They've only been on location in the Everglades for a day before Derek gets bitten by a bat and goes missing in 
a storm. Search parties head out and promptly get lost themselves. And then Tuna's dad shows up with a gun . . . 
It's anyone's guess who will actually survive "Expedition Survival". . . . 
 
City of Ember 680L 
By:  Jeanne DuPrau 
Many hundreds of years ago, the city of Ember was created by the Builders to contain everything needed for 
human survival. It worked…but now the storerooms are almost out of food, crops are blighted, corruption is 
spreading through the city and worst of all—the lights are failing. Soon Ember could be engulfed by darkness… 
But when two children, Lina and Doon, discover fragments of an ancient parchment, they begin to wonder if 
there could be a way out of Ember. Can they decipher the words from long ago and find a new future for 
everyone? Will the people of Ember listen to them? 
 
Counting By 7s  770L 



By:  Holly Goldberg Sloan 
In the tradition of Out of My Mind, Wonder, and Mockingbird, this is an intensely moving middle grade novel 
about being an outsider, coping with loss, and discovering the true meaning of family. 
Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature and diagnosing medical conditions, who finds 
it comforting to count by 7s. It has never been easy for her to connect with anyone other than her adoptive 
parents, but that hasn’t kept her from leading a quietly happy life... until now. 
Suddenly Willow’s world is tragically changed when her parents both die in a car crash, leaving her alone in a 
baffling world. The triumph of this book is that it is not a tragedy. This extraordinarily odd, but extraordinarily 
endearing, girl manages to push through her grief. Her journey to find a fascinatingly diverse and fully 
believable surrogate family is a joy and a revelation to read. 
 
Crossover 750L 
By:  Kwame Alexander 
"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that 
quivering. Cuz tonight I'm delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He and his twin brother 
Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, that 
tell his family's story in verse, in this fast and furious middle grade novel of family and brotherhood. 
Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and off the court to realize breaking the rules comes at 
a terrible price, as their story's heart-stopping climax proves a game-changer for the entire family. 
 
The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate  830L 
By:  Jacqueline Kelly 
Calpurnia Virginia Tate is eleven years old in 1899 when she wonders why the yellow grasshoppers in her 
Texas backyard are so much bigger than the green ones. With a little help from her notoriously cantankerous 
grandfather, an avid naturalist, she figures out that the green grasshoppers are easier to see against the yellow 
grass, so they are eaten before they can get any larger. 
As Callie explores the natural world around her, she develops a close relationship with her grandfather, 
navigates the dangers of living with six brothers, and comes up against just what it means to be a girl at the turn 
of the century. 
Debut author Jacqueline Kelly deftly brings Callie and her family to life, capturing a year of growing up with 
unique sensitivity and a wry wit. 
 
The Great Greene Heist 660L 
By:  Varian Johnson 
Jackson Greene has reformed. No, really he has. He became famous for the Shakedown at Shimmering Hills, 
and everyone still talks about the Blitz at the Fitz.... But after the disaster of the Mid-Day PDA, he swore off 
scheming and conning for good. 
Then Keith Sinclair -- loser of the Blitz -- announces he's running for school president, against Jackson's former 
best friend Gaby de la Cruz. Gaby hasn't talked to Jackson since the PDA, and he knows she won't welcome his 
involvement. But he also knows Keith has "connections" to the principal, which could win him the election 
whatever the vote count.  
So Jackson assembles a crack team to ensure the election is done right: Hashemi Larijani, tech genius. Victor 
Cho, bankroll. Megan Feldman, science goddess and cheerleader. Charlie de la Cruz, point man. Together they 
devise a plan that will bring Keith down once and for all. Yet as Jackson draws closer to Gaby again, he realizes 
the election isn't the only thing he wants to win. 
 
Hatchet 1020L 
By:  Gary Paulsen 



Since it was first published in 1987, the story of thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson's survival following a plane 
crash has become a modern classic. Stranded in the desolate wilderness, Brian uses his instincts and his hatchet 
to stay alive for fifty-four harrowing days. 
 
Heat  940L 
By:  Mike Lupica 
Michael Arroyo has a pitching arm that throws serious heat along with aspirations of leading his team all the 
way to the Little League World Series. But his firepower is nothing compared to the heat Michael faces in his 
day-to-day life. Newly orphaned after his father led the family’s escape from Cuba, Michael’s only family is his 
seventeen-year old brother Carlos. If Social Services hears of their situation, they will be separated in the 
foster-care system—or worse, sent back to Cuba. Together, the boys carry on alone, dodging bills and anyone 
who asks too many questions. But then someone wonders how a twelve-year-old boy could possibly throw with 
as much power as Michael Arroyo throws. With no way to prove his age, no birth certificate, and no parent to 
fight for his cause, Michael’s secret world is blown wide open, and he discovers that family can come from the 
most unexpected sources. 
Perfect for any Little Leaguer with dreams of making it big--as well as for fans of Mike Lupica's other New 
York Times bestsellers Travel Team, The Big Field, The Underdogs, Million-Dollar Throw, and The Game 
Changers series, this cheer-worthy baseball story shows that when the game knocks you down, champions stand 
tall. 
 
The Hobbit  1000L 
By:  JRR Tolkien 
In a hole in the ground there lived a hobbit. Not a nasty, dirty, wet hole, filled with the ends of worms and an 
oozy smell, nor yet a dry, bare, sandy hole with nothing in it to sit down on or to eat: it was a hobbit-hole, and 
that means comfort. 
Written for J.R.R. Tolkien’s own children, The Hobbit met with instant critical acclaim when it was first 
published in 1937. Now recognized as a timeless classic, this introduction to the hobbit Bilbo Baggins, the 
wizard Gandalf, Gollum, and the spectacular world of Middle-earth recounts of the adventures of a reluctant 
hero, a powerful and dangerous ring, and the cruel dragon Smaug the Magnificent. 
 
Liar & Spy 670L 
By:  Rebecca Stead 
When seventh grader Georges (the S is silent) moves into a Brooklyn apartment building, he meets Safer, a 
twelve-year-old coffee-drinking loner and self-appointed spy. Georges becomes Safer's first spy recruit. His 
assignment? Tracking the mysterious Mr. X, who lives in the apartment upstairs. But as Safer becomes more 
demanding, Georges starts to wonder: how far is too far to go for your only friend? 
 
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe  940L 
By:  C.S Lewis 
'They say Aslan is on the move. Perhaps he has already landed,' whispered the Beaver. Edmund felt a sensation 
of mysterious horror. Peter felt brave and adventurous. Susan felt as if some delightful strain of music had just 
floated by. And Lucy got that feeling when you realize it's the beginning of summer. So, deep in the bewitched 
land of Narnia, the adventure begins. 
They opened a door and entered a world--Narnia--the land beyond the wardrobe, the secret country known only 
to Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy. Lucy is the first to stumble through the back of the enormous wardrobe in 
the professor's mysterious old country house, discovering the magic world beyond. At first, no one believes her. 
But soon Edmund, Peter and Susan, too, discover the magic and meet Aslan, the Great Lion, for themselves. 
And in the blink of an eye, they are changed forever. 
 
A Long Walk to Water 720L 



By:  Linda Sue Park 
The New York Times bestseller A Long Walk to Water begins as two stories, told in alternating sections, about 
two eleven-year-olds in Sudan, a girl in 2008 and a boy in 1985. The girl, Nya, is fetching water from a pond 
that is two hours’ walk from her home: she makes two trips to the pond every day. The boy, Salva, becomes one 
of the "lost boys" of Sudan, refugees who cover the African continent on foot as they search for their families 
and for a safe place to stay. Enduring every hardship from loneliness to attack by armed rebels to contact with 
killer lions and crocodiles, Salva is a survivor, and his story goes on to intersect with Nya’s in an astonishing 
and moving way. 
 
A Mango Shaped Space 770L 
By:  Wendy Mass 
Mia Winchell appears to be a typical kid, but she's keeping a big secret—sounds, numbers, and words have 
color for her. No one knows, and Mia wants to keep it that way. But when trouble at school finally forces Mia 
to reveal her secret, she must learn to accept herself and embrace her ability, called synesthesia, a mingling of 
the senses. 
 
The One and Only Ivan 570L 
By: Katherine Applegate 
Ivan is an easygoing gorilla. Living at the Exit 8 Big Top Mall and Video Arcade, he has grown accustomed to 
humans watching him through the glass walls of his domain. He rarely misses his life in the jungle. In fact, he 
hardly ever thinks about it at all. 
Instead, Ivan thinks about TV shows he’s seen and about his friends Stella, an elderly elephant, and Bob, a stray 
dog. But mostly Ivan thinks about art and how to capture the taste of a mango or the sound of leaves with color 
and a well-placed line. 
Then he meets Ruby, a baby elephant taken from her family, and she makes Ivan see their home—and his own 
art—through new eyes. When Ruby arrives, change comes with her, and it’s up to Ivan to make it a change for 
the better. 
Katherine Applegate blends humor and poignancy to create Ivan’s unforgettable first-person narration in a story 
of friendship, art, and hope. 
 
Out of My Mind  700L 
By:  Sharon Draper 
From award-winning author Sharon Draper comes Out of My Mind, the story of a brilliant girl who cannot 
speak or write. 
"If there is one book teens and parents (and everyone else) should read this year, Out of My Mind should be it." 
(Denver Post). 
Melody is not like most people. She cannot walk or talk, but she has a photographic memory; she can remember 
every detail of everything she has ever experienced. She is smarter than most of the adults who try to diagnose 
her and smarter than her classmates in her integrated classroom - the very same classmates who dismiss her as 
mentally challenged, because she cannot tell them otherwise. But Melody refuses to be defined by cerebral 
palsy. And she's determined to let everyone know it - somehow. 
In this breakthrough story, reminiscent of The Diving Bell and the Butterfly, from multiple Coretta Scott King 
Award-winner Sharon Draper, readers will come to know a brilliant mind and a brave spirit who will change 
forever how they look at anyone with a disability. 
 
Projekt 1065 780L 
By: Alan Gratz 
Infiltrate. Befriend. Sabotage. 
World War II is raging. Michael O'Shaunessey, originally from Ireland, now lives in Nazi Germany with his 
parents. Like the other boys in his school, Michael is a member of the Hitler Youth. 



But Michael has a secret. He and his parents are spies. 
Michael despises everything the Nazis stand for. But he joins in the Hitler Youth's horrific games and book 
burnings, playing the part so he can gain insider knowledge. 
When Michael learns about Projekt 1065, a secret Nazi war mission, things get even more complicated. He 
must prove his loyalty to the Hitler Youth at all costs -- even if it means risking everything he cares about. 
Including... his own life. 
From acclaimed author Alan Gratz (Prisoner B-3087) comes a pulse-pounding novel about facing fears and 
fighting for what matters most. 
 
Quiet Power:  The Secret Strengths of Introverts  1020L 
By: Susan Cain 
Susan Cain sparked a worldwide conversation when she published Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World 
That Can’t Stop Talking. With her inspiring book, she permanently changed the way we see introverts and the 
way introverts see themselves. 
The original book focused on the workplace, and Susan realized that a version for and about kids was also badly 
needed. This book is all about kids' world—school, extracurriculars, family life, and friendship. You’ll read 
about actual kids who have tackled the challenges of not being extroverted and who have made a mark in their 
own quiet way. You’ll hear Susan Cain’s own story, and you’ll be able to make use of the tips at the end of each 
chapter. There’s even a guide at the end of the book for parents and teachers. 
This insightful, accessible, and empowering book, illustrated with amusing comic-style art, will be eye-opening 
to extroverts and introverts alike. 
 
Theodore Boone:  Kid Lawyer  760L 
By:  John Grisham 
A perfect murder 
A faceless witness 
A lone courtroom champion knows the whole truth . . . and he’s only thirteen years old 
Meet Theodore Boone 
In the small city of Strattenburg, there are many lawyers, and though he’s only thirteen years old, Theo Boone 
thinks he’s one of them. Theo knows every judge, policeman, court clerk—and a lot about the law. He dreams 
of being a great trial lawyer, of a life in the courtroom. 
But Theo finds himself in court much sooner than expected. Because he knows so much—maybe too much—he 
is suddenly dragged into the middle of a sensational murder trial. A cold-blooded killer is about to go free, and 
only Theo knows the truth. 
The stakes are high, but Theo won’t stop until justice is served. 
Brimming with the intrigue and suspense that made John Grisham a #1 international bestseller and the 
undisputed master of the legal thriller, Theodore Boone: Kid Lawyer will keep readers guessing and pages 
turning. 
 
A Wrinkle in Time 740L 
By: Madeleine L’Engle 
It was a dark and stormy night; Meg Murry, her small brother Charles Wallace, and her mother had come down 
to the kitchen for a midnight snack when they were upset by the arrival of a most disturbing stranger.  
"Wild nights are my glory," the unearthly stranger told them. "I just got caught in a downdraft and blown off 
course. Let me be on my way. Speaking of way, by the way, there is such a thing as a tesseract". 
Meg's father had been experimenting with this fifth dimension of time travel when he mysteriously disappeared. 
Now the time has come for Meg, her friend Calvin, and Charles Wallace to rescue him. But can they outwit the 
forces of evil they will encounter on their heart-stopping journey through space? 
 
 


